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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2013 to February 2014 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 
INTRODUCTION 
This was a low-key winter season in terms of reportable phenomena of any 
significance, although three species provided food for thought: high numbers of 
Rough-legged Hawks, the possibility of breeding Northern Saw-whet Owls in the 
cedar canyons of Lincoln Co, and the possible impending demise of Black-billed 
Magpie over most of the state. Also noteworthy is the continuing increase in mid-
winter reports of a wide range of species that previously have accounted for very few 
such records. Notable in this respect are waterfowl, mimids, non-oriole icterids, and 
sparrows; a Say's Phoebe in December was the most surprising record in this group. 
"Winter finches" were in very low numbers. 
Real rarities were lacking; the best in this category were Eurasian Wigeon, Great 
Black-backed Gull, and Steller's Jay. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 
ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
fem : female 
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
juv: juvenile 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m. ob. : many observers 
NM : National Monument 
NNF: Nebraska National Forest 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
Res: Reservoir 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
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OBSERVERS 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
ARy: Al Reyer, Bellevue 
AS: Amy Sheffield, Omaha 
B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
BW: Bruce Wendorff, Lincoln 
CA: Chris Anderson, Yankton, SD 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CS: Connie Stevenson, Fremont 
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
G&WH: Glen & Wanda Hoge, Alma 
GD: Garrett Day, Omaha 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 
JGe: Julie Geiser, North Platte 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JGr: Jonas Grundman, Omaha 
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JK: Jon King, Lincoln 
JMa: John Manning, Norfolk 
JP: Jim Petersen, North Platte 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KeS: Ken Shuster, Fremont 
KMD: Kathy Mihm Dunning, Denver 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Kearney 
LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MS: Marie Smith, Scottsbluff 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln 
NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
NV: Nick Varvel, Olathe, KS 
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PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 
RH: Robin Harding, Kearney 
RMa: Robert Manning, Omaha 
RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 
RT: Richard Temple, Fairbury 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SQ: Sally Quinn, Nebraska City 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
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Greater White-fronted Goose: More than usual were reported through the winter, 
starting with a new count high of 20 on the North Platte CBC on 28 Dec 
(fide TJW); this species is uncommon to rare westward. One was at CL in 
Jan, joined by a second 7 Feb (ARy, JR, RSt), 8 were at HCR 14 Jan 
(G&WH), and 12 were in Cass Co 13 Jan (RSt). Migrants generally arrive 
in mid-Feb. 
Snow Goose: A single overwintered at CL (JR, LE), and was joined by 5 more 7 Feb 
(JR). Unusually high numbers for winter were reported westward: 12,620 
were on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD) with 15 still there 15 Jan (SM), and 
a "flock" was in Deuel Co 20 Jan (KMD). "Thousands" appeared in 
Nemaha Co 22 Feb (SQ). 
Ross's Goose: Along with the large number of Snows on the LM CBC 28 Dec, 701 
Ross's were counted also (fide SJD), by far the highest count that late. This 
species is reported more often in mid-winter as its numbers increase and 
Snow Geese are more numerous in mid-winter. Two other reports were of 
westerly singles: one at Scottsbluff SL 3 Jan (SMa) and one in Deuel Co 20 
Jan (KMD). A Snow x Ross's hybrid was at CL 28 Jan-12 Feb (JR). 
Cackling Goose: Generally occurring with wintering Canada Geese, Cackler 
numbers are lowest in Jan. However, 40 were still at CL 11 Jan (JR), 
dwindling to I by 23 Jan (LE, JR), but increasing to 15 by 7 Feb (JR). 
Other Jan reports were of 20 stragglers in Lancaster Co 3 Jan (LE) and 8 in 
western Douglas Co 11 Jan (JR). 
Canada Goose: A total of 97,928 was reported on state CBCs, 28,426 of these at 
Scottsbluff (fide AK). 
Mute Swan: The only report was of 2 at Boys Town L, Douglas Co, 12 Jan, likely 
captives (NR). 
Trumpeter Swan: This species is becoming ubiquitous in winter. Best CBC tallies 
were the 60 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 19 Dec (fide DH) after I 05 were 
Vol. 82 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 5 
there 12 Dec (DH), and 53 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD). These are 
expected wintering locations, but a new one is CL, where as many as 30 
were present through the winter (JR, m. ob.). Among the CL flock was one 
with an orange patagial tag #387, originating from a Mi,m;1esota program 
(JR); this bird was first noted in western Douglas Co 5 Dec (JR). One with 
a red collar, from the Iowa program, was with a flock of 22 on Beach Rd, 
Cass Co, 20 Jan (L&BP). Apparently this flock was over-nighting th~re 
(CNK), and were likely different birds from those at Carter L; no red coliars 
were reported from Carter L. Oddly, a veteran observer's first record of 
Trumpeter Swan in Knox Co was one on the Missouri River 17 Jan (MB). 
Tundra Swan: This species is less than annual in mid-winter, and so the 3 reports 
were unexpected. A single ad wintered in the North Platte area, where it 
was reported from several locations 20 Dec-15 Feb (TJW, LE, VC photo), 
and a "dusky juv" wintered with the Trumpeters at CL 3 Jan-26 Feb (JT, m. 
ob.). The third report was of 2 at LO 4-12 Jan (SMa, MW), a regular 
wintering place for Trumpeters. 
Mandarin Duck: Amazingly, a male returned to Pier Park, Grand Island, 12 Jan 
(SM) for the third straight winter. Its provenance is unknown. 
Wood Duck: Although generally rare in mid-winter, especially westward, this 
species winters almost anywhere there is open water. One such location is 
Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff Co; 3 were there 11 Jan (KO). Similarly, Pier 
Park in Grand Island attracts wintering birds; 18 were there· 12 Jan (SM). 
Gadwall: A few occur in mid-winter given open water, although more than usual 
were reported this winter following a similar showing during winter 2012-
2013; 11 were at Berggren Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 11 Jan (KD), up to 9 
were on Salt Creek, Lincoln, through the period (LE, JK), 2 were in 
Jefferson Co 9-11 Jan (RT), and 2 were at LO 15 Jan (SM). A hybrid with 
Mallard, known as "Brewer's Duck", was at LM 16 Feb (JGJ); this is the 
3rd report for the state. 
Eurasian Wigeon: The only report of this rare spring migrant was of a pair at 
Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, 21 Feb (EB, details). 
American Wigeon: This species is found in mid-winter only rarely; mid-winter 
sightings (generally mid-Jan through mid-Feb) of diving ducks anywhere in 
the state are, of course, dependent on the presence of open water. Last 
American Wigeons reported in fall were 1-3 in Cass Co 20-23 Jan (RSt, 
L&BP) and 3 at CL 23 Jan (JR), and first reported in spring were the 21 in 
Lincoln Co 17 Feb (TJW). 
American Black Duck: A single male was at CL 9 Jan-23 Feb (JR, m. ob.); this 
species occurs most winters generally as single birds with larger Mallard 
flocks in the Missouri River Valley. Hybridization occurs with Mallard; 
one observer (JR) detected some "greenish on crowns" of a few female-type 
Mallards that may indicate mixing of genes. 
Mallard: More than one third of the state CBC total of64,916 was the 23,700 on the 
LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD). Oddly, 2 major rafts of Mallards on the 
Missot1ri River included 5200 floating past Nebraska City 15 Jan (LF) and 
an amazing 11,000 passing Sarpy Co 14 Feb (CNK). 
Northern Shoveler: Up to 15 wintered at CL (JR, m. ob.), far fewer than in the past 
two winters. Elsewhere, one was in Lincoln Co 8 Jan (TJW) and another 
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appeared at Pier Park, Grand Island, 12 Jan (SM). Up to 5 were on Salt 
Creek, Lincoln, 3-12 Feb (LE). 
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine for this regular winter visitor, usually males 
in small numbers with Mallard flocks. 
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine for this regular low-density winter visitor. 
Canvasback: Noteworthy was one near North Platte 17 Jan (TJW), where mid-
winter sightings are few. 
Redhead: As with Canvasback, a rare mid-winter report was of 2 near North Platte 
17 Jan (TJW). 
Ring-necked Duck: As many as 35 overwintered at CL (JR) and as many as 1 Oo+ 
were in the North Platte area 17 Jan (TJW). There are regular reports 
through mid-Jan and beginning again early Feb, so this species is virtually a 
regular winter species. Other than 1-2 on Salt Creek, Lincoln, 3-17 Feb 
(LE, RE), there were no reports in the second half of Jan except for the 
wintering birds at CL. 
Greater Scaup: Mid-winter reports are few, most from LM, where a few winter 
most years; one was there 15 Jan (SM). Rare elsewhere at that time, one in 
Madison Co 18 Jan (MB, DH) was a good find. 
Lesser Scaup: Like Ring-necked Duck, this species occurs with some regularity in 
fall into mid-Jan; last reported this winter were 2 at LM 15 Jan (SM), where 
wintering occurs most years. There are few records in mid-winter (mid-Jan 
through mid-Feb); first spring arrivals reported were 15 at Merritt Res, 
Cherry Co 16 Feb (WF). 
Surf Scoter: Rather late were 2 at LO 20 Dec (PD); there are only 2 later dates, 
latest 20 Jan. 
Black Scoter: None were reported; last dates are in mid-Dec. 
Long-tailed Duck: The reports were all from LO, where 8, 3 fewer than the record 
count, were found 20 Dec (PD); 2 fems remained there 28 Dec-15 Jan (SJD, 
SM, m. ob.). 
Bufflehead: One in Antelope Co 19 Jan (WF) was a rare mid-winter record away 
from favored winter sites; one of those sites is LO, where 180 were still 
present 29 Dec (fide SJD). 
Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine for this common winter visitor. 
Barrow's Goldeneye: A fem at the Scottsbluff SL 24 Dec-21 Jan (fide AK, RMa, 
KD) was the only report; this species is a regular winter visitor, usually as 
single birds, to the western North Platte River Valley and LO. 
Hooded Merganser: Up to 11, most males, wintered at CL (JR, CNK); a rare 
occurrence. A male was in Madison Co 10 Jan (JMa), rather late. Most 
d~part by 5 Jan. 
Common Merganser: The 4300 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD) was impressive, 
.. although high fall/winter counts are above 36,000. 
Red-breasted Merganser: A few overwinter each year at LM with the Common 
Merganser flock; one was found 15 Jan (SM). Unexpected away from LM 
in mid-winter was a male near North Platte 8-17 Jan (TJW). 
Ruddy Duck: Only casual in winter, with latest dates in early Jan, last reported was 
one on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD). 
Northern Bobwhite: This species occurs in or near the Platte River Valley west to 
c;:olorado; singles were found in Custer Co 13 Feb (WF) and Lincoln Co 31 
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Dec (TJW). A good count for the northeast was the 25 on the Norfolk CBC 
14 Dec (fide DH), and sightings of up to 12 on 3 occasions, possibly the 
same group, in Dodge Co during the period were considered unusual there 
(D&JP). 
Chukar: Five were photographed along Wrights Gap Road, Banner Co, 15 Feb 
(MS); these are probably released game birds, although a major release of 
700 birds was made in 1968 in southern Scotts Bluff Co, with consistent 
reports until 1977. 
Gray Partridge: None of this uncommon and local northeast Nebraska resident 
were reported. The population appears to be currently at cyclical low. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine for this locally common statewide 
resident. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine for this fairly common northern and 
western resident. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: The 8-10 at a booming ground in a Thomas Co hayfield 
15 Feb (TJW) were anxious to get things going for the spring. Booming 
generally begins around this time. 
Wild Turkey: Turkeys are now ubiquitous in Nebraska, often in large numbers; 
300+ in 3 groups were in northern Knox Co 12 Jan (MB). 
Common Loon: The only report was of a tardy bird on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide 
SID). There are only about 6 later dates, including an over-wintering bird. 
Pied-billed Grebe: Latest was one on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD), and the only 
other report was of one on the Lincoln CBC 14 Dec (LE). This species has 
overwintered at LM, and only once elsewhere, at CL 2012-2013. 
Horned Grebe: None of this fairly common statewide fall migrant were reported; 
last dates are in mid-Dec. 
Red-necked Grebe: There were 2 reports of single birds at LM 20 Dec (PD) and 28 
Dec on the CBC (fide SID); these were likely the same bird. In recent years 
this species has been found each year at LM in late Dec. 
Eared Grebe: None of this common statewide fall migrant were reported; last dates 
are in early Dec. 
Western Grebe: The only report was of the 34 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SID). 
This is a low number for LM, where 100-200 usually linger into early Jan 
and overwintering of very low numbers of birds has occurred. 
Clark's Grebe: One was on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD); recent years have seen 
a few linger late in fall with the many Western Grebes there. Overwintering 
has occurred twice there. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Although overwintering has occurred (less often than 
American White Pelican) at Sutherland Res, 2-5 cormorants there 16-17 
Feb (JGJ, TJW) may as likely have been early spring migrants. 
American White Pelican: This species winters at Sutherland Res most years; 4 
were there 16-17 Feb (JGJ, TJW). 
Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine for this uncommon primarily western 
winter visitor. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: An imm on Salt Creek, Lincoln, 11 Jan (LE) was the 
second record for Jan and latest by 9 days. It may have been wintering, but 
there were no other reports at that location. 
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Bald Eagle: Apparently the highest single-location Jan count on record was the 250 
,. at HCR 19 Jan (KS). Numbers usually start to increase in mid-Feb. 
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine for this fairly common resident and winter 
visitor. 
Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare but regular statewide winter 
visitor. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: One in Sarpy Co 19 Dec (EB) was the only one reported; 
this species is a rare but regular winter visitor (resident?) in the east. 
Red-tailed Hawk: The 6 "Harlan's" Hawks found among 33 Easterns on the North 
Platte CBC 28 Dec was a count high there (TJW). 
Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine for this uncommon western resident and 
rare central winter visitor. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Numbers were high this winter; several CBCs and field 
observers reported more Rough-legged Hawks than Red-tailed Hawks as 
well as a few count all-time highs for the species. In north-central Nebraska 
28 Dec, there were 37 Rough-legged Hawks counted compared with only 
15 Red-tailed Hawks (MB), and 37 were counted between York and 
Ogallala I Jan (RMa). · There is only one higher count, that of 53 in the 
Panhandle 10 Feb 2001. The total for all CBCs statewide was a surprising 
184 (fide D&JP). There appeared to be some movement out of some areas 
in mid-Jan, where numbers dropped noticeably (TJW, IT). 
Golden Eagle: Easternmost, where a few are expected each year, usually imms, 
singles were in Madison Co I Jan (DH) and Knox Co 2 Feb (MB). 
American Coot: This species attempts to over-winter when open water is available; 
the 1504 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD) had declined to 75 by 16 Feb 
(JGJ). The only others reported in mid-winter were up to 9 wintering on CL 
(JR, RSt, LE) and one near North Platte 17 Jan (TJW). 
Sandhill Crane: The first spring migrants for this early arriver were 2+ over North 
Platte 13 Feb (TJW, JGe). First sightings are usually in late Jan. 
Killdeer: As with American Coot, a few Killdeer attempt to overwinter around 
margins of open water, mostly in the North Platte River Valley. A total of 
19 were reported at 4 CBC locations, including.13 at LM (fide SJD) and 2 
away from the North Platte River Valley at Lincoln (fide LRB); the rest 
were found from North Platte westward. Most, if not all, of these birds 
overwintered (TJW, m. ob.). 
Wilson's Snipe: This species, like Killdeer, winters regularly in the North Platte 
River Valley; a surprising number for the date, however, was the 25+ at 
Hiatt Memorial Wetland, North Platte, 8 Jan (TJW). 
Franklin's Gull: This species occurs less than annually in Dec, and so the 3 reports 
were unusual: 3 were at PL I Dec (RSt), and singles were in Lancaster Co 6 
Dec (JGr) and on the Calamus-Loup CBC 19 Dec, a first for that count (fide 
DH). The latter 2 reports are only the 25th and 26th in the period 6 Dec-15 
Feb. 
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Mew Gull: One at LM 27-29 Dec (SJD, LE) was only the 19th fall record for the 
state. All but 5 of these fall records are from LM and GPD. 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
California Gull: The usual few late fall lingerers were at LM: 1-4 of various ages 
were reported 29 Dec-12 Jan (SJD, SMa, RMa, MW). Over-wintering of 
small numbers occurs at LM most years. Not unexpected was one at L 
Maloney, Lincoln Co, 2-3 Dec (TJW), but one at Alma 1 Dec (G&WH) was 
easterly. 
Herring Gull: Numbers are fewest in Jan; the only report at that time was of one at 
BOL 22 Jan (LE). 
Thayer's Gull: The fewer reports than usual involved possibly only 3 individuals: a 
juv was at LM 20 Dec (PD), 2 were counted on the LM CBC 28 Dec (no 
ages given; fide SJD), an ad and a juv were at LM 16 Feb (JGJ), and a juv 
was at GPD 6 Dec (PD). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is a spring and fall migrant; only the 7th 
record for 4 Feb-11 Jan was of a first winter-plumaged bird which lingered 
at LM through at least 15 Jan (SM, m. ob.). Two (first- and third-winter 
plumages) were at LM 20 Dec (PD), and 2-3 had arrived at LM by 16 Feb 
(JGJ). The only other report was of an ad at GPD 6 Dec (PD). 
Glaucous Gull: Reports were of 1-3 at LM during the period, including one each of 
first, second, and third-winter birds (SMa, JGJ, PD, m. ob.), likely the same 
juv at PL and BOL continuing from fall through 6 Dec (EA, PD, LE), and 
one at North Platte SL 31 Dec (TJW). 
Great Black-backed Gull: An ad photographed at GPD 6 Dec (PD) was only the 
15th fall record for the state. 
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine for this locally abundant statewide resident. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Numbers continue to increase, especially in the west; of 
1291 reported on CBCs this year, 456 were at Scottsbluff, a new count high 
(fide AK). Of interest was a group of 22 drinking at open water in Salt 
Creek, Lincoln, 22 Jan, the first large group seen by the observer in the 
inner city (LE). 
White-winged Dove: 1-2 were at a Fremont feeder 1-4 Dec (CS), only the 13th 
report for the period 11 Oct-19 Mar. 
Mourning Dove: CBCs indicated a fairly typical late fall distribution across the 
state; of 255 Mourning Doves reported, all were in the east except for the 6 
on the LM CBC (fide SJD). An excellent one-location count for the date 
was the 200 feeding on spilled grain at a Sarpy Co elevator 2 Jan (ARy). 
One at Arnold 17 Dec (LE) was tardy at that northerly location. 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Great Horned Owl: A pair made an early start on incubation at Fairmont 15 Feb 
(JRi); generally incubation begins around mid-Feb, but there are two reports 
of incubation in late Jan in recent years from Lincoln Co (TJW). 
Snowy Owl: Possibly 6 were reported, a typical non-invasion year tally; singles 
were photographed in Johnson Co 21 Dec (fide JGJ), Jefferson Co 25 Jan 
(fide JGJ), at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 27-28 Feb (GD, fide JT), and in 
Dodge Co 6 Feb (KeS fide GR). One was in Keith Co 27 Dec (SJD), and 
another in Keith Co 28 Jan was unconfirmed (fide TJW). 
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Barred Owl: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern, rare central, 
resident. 
Long-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Short-eared Owl: Seven were reported, a typical winter number, 6 in the east (m. 
ob.) and one on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Following the amazing survey estimate of some 48 
breeding pairs in western conifer areas (Bly et al. 2008), interest in this 
species in Nebraska has increased. The species is silent during migration 
(http://www.owlpages.com), which suggests that calling birds are territorial 
and likely to breed where heard. Thus information from the cedar canyons 
in Lincoln Co is of interest; calling is heard there most years from late Jan-
early Mar (LDe ), and there are additional records of calling birds into May 
(TJW). It is possible that wintering birds may begin calling before 
migrating, but I found no information regarding this. 
Belted Kingfisher: Winter numbers vary with amount of still, open water, but the 4 
on the North Platte CBC 28 Dec was a count high there (fide TJW). 
Another was northerly for the date in Antelope Co 19 Jan (WM). 
Red-beaded Woodpecker: Numbers were still high in late fall in the southeast, with 
160 on the Omaha CBC 21 Dec (fide BG), 45 at ICSP 19 Dec (LF, SQ) and 
12-24 there 17~19 Feb (LF, SQ, RSt), and a count high of38 (old high 8) at 
DeSoto NWR CBC 15 Dec (fide JT). Thus northerly stragglers were to be 
expected, such as the 2 on the Beaver Valley CBC 26 Dec (WM), and one 
at Valentine 4 Jan (MB). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common eastern and central 
resident, rare in the west 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One on the North Platte CBC 28 Dec (fide TJW) was 
westerly, and another (or the same) lingered in Lincoln Co 1 Jan (JP). An 
ad male at a LM feeder 1-8 Feb (J&GB) was only the 2nd record for Feb 
away from the southeast. There were several mid-winter records from the 
southeast, where a few birds winter most years. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Hairy Woodpecker: A fem of the Rocky Mountain subspecies continued in a Scotts 
Bluff Co yard through the winter (KD). 
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine for this fairly common winter visitor. 
Pileated Woodpecker: The DeSoto NWR CBC 15 Dec reported 5; the first count 
record was of2 in 2012 (fide JT). Omaha CBC reported 4 on 21 Dec (fide 
BG); these two counts indicate the continuing consolidation of this species 
in forests in the southeast, although extent of habitat may soon become a 
limiting factor. 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Merlin: Generally only a migrant through Nebraska, the earliest returning Falco 
columbarius columbarius reported was in Knox Co 28 Feb (MB); spring 
dates for this subspecies are 16 Feb-2 May. The expected wintering 
subspecies, F. c. richardsoni, was represented by one in Dakota Co 8 Dec 
(BFH). 
Gyrfalcon: While there were no reports of this rare winter visitor, a falconer 
reported loss of a Peregrine x Gyrfalcon hybrid near Atkinson (fide JGJ). 
Vol. 82 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 11 
Such birds are occasionally reported in the wild, and can present 
identification problems. 
Peregrine Falcon: Mid-winter reports have become routine in recent years, almost 
all presumably of the resident ads in and near Lincoln and Omaha. 
Prairie Falcon: Winter sightings are fewest in the southeast, although this winter 
several were reported there: singles were in York Co 4 Jan (SM), Sarpy Co 
25 Jan (LE), Nuckolls Co 2 Feb (LR, RH), Thayer Co 10 Feb (DE), and 
Dodge Co 19 Feb (GR). 
Say's Phoebe: A major surprise was a single near LM 27 Dec (fide SJD); this is 
over 2 months later than the previous latest date. 
Loggerhead Shrike: Neither of the 2 northerly reports received were accompanied 
by details; this is a rare bird away from the southeast in mid-winter. 
Northern Shrike: This species is least common in the southeast and so the 6 on the 
DeSoto NWR CBC 15 Dec (fide JT) were noteworthy. 
Pinyon Jay: Only 1 and 4 were reported on the CBCs at Harrison 22 Dec and 
Crawford 21 Dec respectively (fide B&DW), but 30 were at a regular 
feeding site near Dalton 3 Jan (RMa). Flocks are rather conspicuous in 
most winters. 
Steller's Jay: Following last winter's incursion of 7-8 birds into Scotts Bluff Co, a 
repeat was noted this year, as up to 7 were found in fall, at least 3 wintered, 
and the last one reported was seen 13 Mar (AK, RMa, SMa). There are still 
fewer than 40 records for this species in Nebraska. 
Blue Jay: Reports were routine for this winter visitor, most common eastward. 
Black-billed Magpie: The range of this species has shrunk quite quickly in the last 
few years, with the stronghold now the North Platte River Valley from LM 
westward and in the Pine Ridge, with only isolated colonies elsewhere. 
Only 32 were reported on CBCs, all in the west: 16 at LM 28 Dec (fide 
SJD), 10 at Scottsbluff 14 Dec (fide AK), 5 at Crawford 21 Dec (fide 
B&DW) and one at Harrison 22 Dec (fide B&DW). Three in Deuel Co 16 
Feb were the only ones seen on a 3-day western Nebraska trip 15-17 Dec 
(JGJ). The only easterly report was from the "usual place" near Crofton, 
where 1-2 were seen 13-15 Dec (RD, CA, MB). One was between Oconto 
and Broken Bow in Custer Co 22 Feb (LE) and 6 were at Scotts Bluff NM 
27 Dec (LE). 
American Crow: Some 85% of all crows reported on CBCs were at Calamus-Loup 
19 Dec, where 5000 were estimated (fide DH). The 1500 in a flock near 
Maxwell was "the largest concentration I have ever seen" (LE), but the LM 
CBC reported only one (fide SJD)! 
Horned Lark: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common southeastern resident. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: This was a low numbers year; the best count was 7 at PP 
14 Dec (RSt), which no doubt contributed to the 20 on the Lincoln CBC 
(fide LRB); only 46 were reported statewide on CBCs. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: The 50+ in FF 31 Dec (EB) was an excellent single-
observer tally, suggestive of the presence of winter visitors as well as 
residents. 
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Pygmy Nuthatch: This is a common species on the Pine Ridge, as indicated by the 
tally of 41 on the Harrison CBC 22 Dec (fide B&DW); this tally may also 
have been augmented by winter visitors. 
Brown Creeper: Numbers reported were generally as expected, but the 7 on the 
North Platte CBC 28 Dec was a count high there fide (TJW). 
Winter Wren: A few winter in the southeast each year, such as one in Omaha 12 
Jan (JR), but unexpected were singles on the Harrison CBC 22 Dec (WM, 
MB), and at LO 4-15 Jan (SMa, RMa); both were identified by calls as 
Winter Wrens and not Pacific Wrens. One was a bit northerly on the Ponca 
SP CBC 14 Dec (BFH). 
Marsh Wren: Wintering attempts are expected in the North Platte River Valley; 2 
were on each of the Scottsbluff CBC 14 Dec (fide AK) and North Platte 
CBC 28 Dec (fide TJW). 
Carolina Wren: As expected, all but one of the 31 CBC Carolina Wrens were in the 
southeast, the exception was one at Norfolk 8-15 Dec, which was present 
for the CBC 14 Dec (fide DH). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Wintering occurs most years in the southeast, but one in 
Sheridan Co 15 Feb (WF) was only the 5th Panhandle record for Feb. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Similarly-distributed in winter to Golden-crowned, but in 
much lower numbers, a surprise was one as far west as southeastern Garden 
Co 15 Jan (SM), only the 7th Jan-Feb record for the Panhandle. 
Eastern Bluebird: This species was reported through the period as far north as 
Knox Co (MB); it is less than annual there in mid-winter. 
Mountain Bluebird: A good count of wintering birds at the regular location in the 
cedar canyons of southeast Lincoln Co was the 12 there 16 Feb (TJW); 2 
had arrived there by 29 Dec (LE). 
Townsend's Solitaire: A good count of 112 was made on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide 
SID). This species has been found on 11 of the 20 years of the Seward-
Branched Oak Lake CBC, but this year's tally of 7 was a count high (fide 
JG); also easterly were singles in Gage Co 20 Jan (LE) and Lancaster Co 3 
Feb (LE). 
Hermit Thrush: This species is not uncommon into Dec in the southeast, but 
overwintering is less than annual; one was at BOL from 14 Dec (MW) at 
least until 11 Jan (MW, LE). The 3 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 15 Dec (fide 
JT) was a good count for the date. 
American Robin: Large counts reported were the "thousands" between Center and 
Niobrara, Knox Co, 12 Jan (MB) and 1000+ in Antelope Co 2 Feb (MB). 
The 200 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Jan was considered an "unusual number" 
there for the date (KD). 
Northern Mockingbird: This species is becoming more conspicuous in winter; one 
wintered in the North Platte area (TJW), 2 were on the LM CBC 28 Dec 
(fide SJD), and one on the Omaha CBC 21 Dec was the first there since 
1978 (SMa, BG). 
Brown Thrasher: Although there are numerous records into Dec, over-wintering is 
unexpected; one that wintered in a Lincoln yard (NP) was only the 5th such 
documented record. One in Lincoln Co 5 Jan (LDe) was only the 9th record 
for Jan-Feb away from the southeast. 
Vol. 82 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 13 
European Starling: Good numbers were reported on the North Platte CBC, where 
12,510 were tallied 28 Dec (fide TJW), about 40% of the statewide CBC 
total of31,014. Highest CBC local count tallies are 100,000+. 
American Pipit: The 4 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD) comprised only the 6th 
record for Dec for the state; there are none for Jan-Feb. 
Bohemian Waxwing: There were only 2 reports, both from expected locations in the 
Pine Ridge: 36 were found on the Harrison CBC 22 Dec (MB, fide B&DW) 
and 2 were in Chadron 21 Dec (NV). 
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine for this common statewide winter visitor. 
Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
Snow Bunting: Reports were widespread although total numbers were only average. 
Best CBC count was 22 at Scottsbluff 14 Dec (fide AK), and 14 were in 
Dodge Co 3 Jan (D&JP). 1n all, about 64 were reported. 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: One on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD) 
was only the second winter record; it may have been the same individual 
photographed there 13 Feb 2013 (MB). 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: The 16 on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD) and 
5 in Lincoln Co 17 Dec (TJW) were good westerly counts, and the presence 
of 1-2 in Antelope Co 19 Jan-23 Feb (WF, MB) was an unexpected 
northerly mid-winter record. 
Spotted Towhee: This species is rare in mid-winter in the south and absent 
elsewhere; one in Knox Co 12 Jan (MB) was only the 7th record for Jan-
Feb north of the Platte River Valley. 
Eastern Towhee: There are several Dec and CBC records from the southeast, likely 
birds attempting to over-winter, but Jan-Feb records are few. This year one 
was at a Lancaster Co location 1 Jan and 14 Feb (BW). 
American Tree Sparrow: Distribution was apparently very spotty; an active 
statewide birder turned in 41 eBird lists for the period, only 11 of which 
recorded this species (WF). As well, none were seen in Dixon Co between 
10 Jan and 3 Feb (JJ). However 803 were counted on the Branched Oak-
Seward CBC 15 Dec (fide JG). 
Field Sparrow: One in North Platte 12 Feb (TJW) was only the 11th record for Jan-
Feb for the state. 
Fox Sparrow: The trend in recent years of increasing mid-winter reports in the 
southeast after mid-Jan continued, with 3 still present at BOL 22 Jan but not 
later (LE), 5 at Malcolm Cem 8 Feb (RSt), one in Douglas Co 9 Feb (JGr), 
2 in Lancaster Co 12 Feb (LE), and 1-2 in southeastern Washington Co 18-
22 Feb (CNK, EB). Away from the southeast the only report was of one at 
a feeder in southeast Lincoln Co 9-14 Feb (LDe). Prior to these records, 
there had been only about 25 reports for Feb, including over-wintering 
birds, and so the 5 this winter is a significant showing. 
Song Sparrow: Good numbers winter at least in the southeast; best CBC tally was 
the 33 at DeSoto NWR 15 Dec (fide JT). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: Numbers were present in southeastern Washington Co last 
winter, 2012-2013, and this winter was a repeat, with 8 on the DeSoto 
NWR CBC 15 Dec (fide JT) and the latest one at Boyer Chute NWR 25 Jan 
(LE). This is still a rare, likely less-than-annual, winter visitor in the 
extreme southeast. 
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Swamp Sparrow: This is another sparrow species that generally is a rare, likely 
less-than-annual, winter visitor in the southeast. This winter a surprise was 
the wintering group at PL; 5 were there 3 Jan (LE), with 3 there 15 Feb 
(LE) and one on 25 Feb (LE). The only other reports were of singles on the 
Omaha CBC 21 Dec (fide BG) and at FF 25 Jan (MW). 
White-throated Sparrow: This species winters each year in the southeast in varying 
numbers and is less than annual elsewhere. Thus unexpected was one in 
Antelope Co 23 Feb (MB). Numbers were low, even in the southeast. 
Harris's Sparrow: This species is rare in the west; the 3 reports were of singles on 
the North Platte CBC 28 Dec (fide TJW), in a Lincoln Co yard 1 Jan and 6 
Feb (VC, photo), and in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 7 Feb (KD). 
White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine for this uncommon winter visitor in 
the west, rare east. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This form is an uncommon winter visitor in the 
west; the only reports were from CBCs, with one at Scottsbluff 14 Dec (fide 
AK), 3 at Crawford 21 Dec (fide B&DW) and 6 at LM 28 Dec (fide SJD). 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide 
winter visitor. 
Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: Reports are increasing as observers pay more attention 
to plumage variation in Nebraska juncos. This form appears to be an 
uncommon statewide winter visitor. Two wintered in a Dodge Co yard 
(D&JP, photo), one was in Cass Co 16 Feb (SMa, details), 3-4 were at FF 
24 Feb (EB), and one was in Lincoln Co 17 Dec (TJW). 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: In the east, CBCs that separated out Oregon and Slate-
colored Juncos (Lincoln and Branched Oak-Seward) reported 4 amongst 
602 Slate-colored Juncos; Oregon Junco is uncommon in the east. 
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is less than annual in the east; some 
highly-colored Oregon Juncos are mis-identified as this form. Details were 
provided for one at an Omaha feeder 1-7 Feb (JR). 
Northern Cardinal: A male was "singing strongly" in Lincoln on the rather early 
date 28 Jan (TEL), as was another in Bellevue the same day (CNK). There 
are a few previous reports of singing in late Jan, the earliest 13 Jan (JGJ). 
Red-winged Blackbird: This species tends to be scarcest in mid-winter, when 
occasional wandering flocks of mixed gender and age may be found. This 
winter up to 2200 wintered at BOL (LE), and CBCs totaled 10,065 birds, 
more than usual. Territorial males were first noted 13 Feb at North Platte 
(TJW), and a male flock of 300, usually the first type of flock to arrive, was 
in Sheridan Co 14 Feb (WF). 
Eastern Meadowlark: First reported songs were on 22 Feb in Pawnee Co (EA); 
there are two earlier such records, 13 and 16 Feb, in prior years. 
Western Meadowlark: "Multiple singing" was heard in northern Antelope Co 12 
Jan (MB), the earliest singing on record. There is another late Jan record in 
southern Nebraska, but most are in mid-Feb. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Rather early was one in Kearney Co 23 Feb (LR, RH); 
earliest dates, usually lone males with Red-winged Blackbirds, are 17-19 
Feb. The 3 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 19 Dec (fide DH) were northerly for 
the date; there are only about 5 records for Jan. 
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Rusty Blackbird: This species is a late fall and early spring migrant in the east, but 
rare in mid-winter; numbers are lowest in mid-Jan through early Feb. Thus 
of interest were a westerly bird on the LM CBC 28 Dec (fide SJD), 30 
rather late fall migrants in Dixon Co 2 Jan (JJ), and 12 rather early spring 
migrants in Antelope Co 23 Feb (MB). 
Brewer's Blackbird: Reports were routine for this abundant fall migrant westward, 
uncommon in the east, and rare winter visitor in the south. 
Common Grackle: One in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 8 Feb (KO) was only the 12th Feb 
record away from the east. 
Great-tailed Grackle: An impressive flock of 150 was counted on the North Platte 
CBC 28 Dec (fide TJW); flocks of this size are unusual in late Dec. 
Brown-beaded Cowbird: Away from the usual southeast Nebraska range for the 
CBC period were 5 at LM 28 Dec (fide SJD), one at Calamus-Loup 19 Dec 
(fide DH) and 6 at Norfolk 14 Dec (fide DH). Unexpected for mid-winter 
were the 5 in Cass Co 31 Jan (CNK), where the species is less than annual 
in late Jan. 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this locally uncommon winter 
visitor in the western Panhandle was of 3 at Scotts Bluff NM on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 14 Dec (KO, fide AK). 
House Finch: Observers in Lancaster Co found increased numbers; 97 were counted 
12 Feb (LE) and as of 8 Feb there were "significantly more House Finches 
this year than I've seen before" (RSt). 
Purple Finch: Numbers were lower than in most winters; only 30 were on CBCs. 
Cassin 's Finch: The only report of this annual winter visitor in the Panhandle was of 
3 in Gering Cem along with 2 others elsewhere (total 5) on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 14 Dec (fide AK, KO). 
Red Crossbill: Most were reported from the west as expected, including 42 on the 
Harrison CBC 22 Dec (fide B&DW) and 40 in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 29 Dec (JR). The only reports farther east were of "multiple" birds in 
Cherry Co 5 Jan (MB) and one in Boyd Co 28 Dec (MB). 
Common Redpoll: Only 11 were reported, a drastic change from last winter's maxi-
invasion year with over 1500 reported; this winter, 6 were on the Lincoln 
CBC 14 Dec (fide LRB), one on the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (fide BFH), and 
4 at FF 31 Dec (EB). . 
Pine Siskin: Continuing a lack-luster ''winter finch" winter, numbers ofsiskins were 
low; at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder only I 0-15 were present, when usually 50-
75 were there (AK), and only 55 were tallied on the statewide CBCs, 29 of 
these at LM 28 Dec (fide SJD). 
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Literature Cited: 
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Breeding Season Observations of Sandhill Cranes on the 
Niobrara River in Nebraska 
Mark Czaplewski 
Central Platte Natural Resources District 
215 N. Kaufman Aye. · 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
Jim Jenniges 
Nebraska Public Power District 
9004thAve. 
Kearney, NE 68848 
Mark Peyton 
Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
4th and D Streets 
Gothenburg, NE 69138 
Central Platte Natural Resources District (CPNRD), Nebraska Public Power District 
(NPPD) and the Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District (Central) have 
been involved in the monitoring of Interior Least Terns (Sternula antillarum 
athalassos) and Piping Plovers (Charadrius melodus) along portions on the lower 
Niobrara River in northeast Nebraska since 2005. On two occasions, we observed a 
pair of adult Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis) during the breeding season. 
A pair of adult cranes was observed on June 8, 2011, on the Niobrara River 
approximately 7.8 km below the U.S. Route 137 bridge in Holt County. On July 17, 
2013, a pair of adult cranes was observed on the Niobrara River in Boyd County 
(Figure 1 ). On neither occasion were young observed with the adults. The cranes 
observed in 2013 were viewed from a distance for several minutes prior to their 
departure. As they circled and flew off in a westerly direction, no young were 
observed. However, the timing of the observations, the surrounding abundant and 
undisturbed grassland and wetland habitats, as well as the full reproductive color 
(rusty-brown feather painting, see Figures 2 and 3 on page 19) could indicate a 
nesting attempt in the area. GPS locations were recorded for each crane sighting. 
Prior to their extirpation in the early 1900s, Sandhill Cranes were believed to be 
common breeders throughout Nebraska, particularly in the Sandhills region, and 
were also found during the breeding season in northern Nebraska, including Cedar, 
Knox, Holt and Cherry Counties (Ducey 1988, Bruner 1901). Jorgensen (2002, 
2003) documented breeding season observations of Sandhill Cranes in the eastern 
Rainwater Basin (Clay, Fillmore, Hamilton and Thayer counties) which occurred 
from 1992-2003. More recently, Sandhill Crane nesting has been documented in the 
North Platte River Valley in Nebraska (Grier 2007). See Table 1 for additional 
reports of Sandhill Crane breeding season observations. The authors of this report 
document recent breeding season observations of adult Sandhill Cranes in Boyd and 
Holt counties. 
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Figure 1. 2011 and 2013 Sandhill Crane sightings in Boyd and Holt counties. 
Table 1. Additional reports of Sandhill Crane breeding season observations in recent 
years. 
County Year Reference 
Clay 1996, 1998, 1999 Silcock 1999a, 1999b 
Sioux 2002 Silcock 2006 
Morrill 2006, 2008, 2010 Silcock 2006, 2008, 2010 
Dixon 2006 Silcock 2006 
Garfield 2007 Silcock 2007 
Scotts Bluff 2012 Silcock 2012a, 2012b 
Butler 2012 Silcock 2012a 
Buffalo 2012 Silcock 2012a 
Dakota 2012 Silcock 2012b 
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Figure 2. Adult Sandhill Cranes observed on July 17, 2013, near the north bank of the 
Niobrara River in Boyd County. (Photograph by Mark Peyton). 
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Figure 3. Adult Sandhill Cranes observed on July 17, 2013, flying over the Niobrara River in 
Boyd County. (Photograph by Mark Peyton). 
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What do birds in ebraska eat? We reque ted photos of bird feed ing or 
carry ing food . Images on the following page show birds with a sample 
of the great variety of foods they consume: mammals, other birds, a 
snake, a fish, in ects and other invertebrates, as well as seed and fruit. 
American Robin with earthworm, 
La Vista, Sarpy Co., 9 June 2013 . 
Photo by teve Javorsky. 
Female Purple Martin with red adm iral 
butterfly in the photographer's yard, 
Creighton, Knox Co. , 6 July 2014. 
Photo by Mark Brogie. 
American Robin with Eastern red cedar 
berry, Branched Oak Lake, Lanca ter 
Co. , Feb 2006. Photo by Carlos Grande. 
Male Purple Martin with snowberry 
clearwing moth in the photographer's 
yard, reighton, Knox Co. , 29 June 2014. 
Photo by Mark Brogie. 
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Adult non-breeding ma le Lazu li Bunting eating mi llet in 
photographer' yard, Be ll evue, arpy Co. , 14 May 2014. 
Photo by Babs Padelfo rd. 
Cedar Waxwing eati ng ornamental crab apples, 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., Dec 2012. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 
2nd wi nter Herring Gull 
eating unidentified fish, 
Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co., March 2005. 
Photo by Carl os Grande. 
Grasshopper Sparrow with 
grasshopper, Eastern Rainwater 
Basin, June 2006. Photo by 
Carlos Grande. 
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Juveni le Red-tailed Hawk eating 
Eastern fox squirrel, La Vista, 
Sarpy Co., 22 Ju ly 20 12. Photo 
by Steve Javorsky. 
JuveDile Rough-legged Hawk witb 
un identified small mammal along 
highway 88, Banner Co., 29 March 2014. 
Photo by Marie Smith . 
Adul t Sharp-sh inned Hawk eating Eurasian 
Collared-Dove in photographer's yard, 
Gering, Scott Bluff Co., 27 Oct 2012. 
Photo by Marie Smith. 
Adu lt Cooper 's Hawk in photographer 's yard 
with prey identified by the photographer as a 
House Finch, Omaha, Douglas Co., 15 June 
20 14. Photo by Craig Crews. 
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Swainson's Thrush eat ing grain in 
photographer's yard, Omaha, Douglas Co., 
15 June 2014. Photo by Craig Crews. 
Male Orchard Oriole with mulberry, 
Bohemia Prairie, Knox Co., 3 JuJy 2013. 
Photo by Mark Brogie. 
Yellow-throated Vireo with unidentified fly, 
Honnel Park, Dodge Co., 19 May 2014. 
Photo by Ken Shuster. 
Turkey Vulture carrying snake near 
Dawson, Richardson Co., l 7 May 2014. 
Photo by Craig Crews. 
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Female Pileated Woodpecker feeding 
juvenile along Missouri Trail, 
Fontenelle Forest, Bellevue, Sarpy 
Co., 8 June 2014. Photo by 
John Carlini. 
Downy Woodpecker juvenile on right 
(note red crown) being fed by adult, 
La Vista, Sarpy Co., 22 June 20 14. 
Photo by Steve Javorsky. 
Adult Northern Cardinal pair sharing 
food in the photographer's yard, 
Hastings, Adams Co. , 29 May 2014. 
Photo by Paul Julian. 
Disputing Barn Swallows, Dixon Co., 
20 May 2014. Photo by Jan Johnson. 
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Breeding adult male Western Tanager 
eating orange in photographer's yard, 
Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co., 17 May 2014. 
Photo by Kathy Delara. 
Wood Thrush on nest, Hormel Park 
Dodge Co., 25 May 2014. 
Photo by John Carlini. 
Immature Northern Saw-whet Owl in nest box, 
first documented nesting in Nebraska, Wildcat 




at Offutt Base Lake, 
Sarpy Co., 24 March 
2014. Photo by 
Clem Klaphake. 
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Cape May Warbler, Tow! Park, Omaha, Douglas 
Co. , 14 May 2014. Photo by Joe Gubanyi. 
Yellow Warbler wi th unidentified 
insect in beak, Hormel Park, 
Dodge Co., 16 May 2014. 
Photo by Keo Shuster. 
Magno lia Warbler, Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 14 May 2014. Photo by Garrett Day. 
Male Northern Paruta, Winter Creek 
Road, Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 
20 May 2014. Photo by Marie Smith. 
Common Yellowthroat with 
unidentified insects in beak, Ferry 
Landing WMA, Knox Co., 6 July 
2014. Photo by Mark Brogie. 
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2013 Christmas Bird Counts 
by Don Paseka 
Fifteen counts were held during the 2013-2014 season. Following a cold 
snap in early December, the weather was seasonable and mostly dry, but with very 
limited open water in most circles. An example of the consequences of this can be 
seen in the Branched Oak-Seward count tally. Although this count has a history of 
being very productive for water-related birds in most years, only 3 species were 
found this year: Canada Goose (16), Mallard (2) and Belted Kingfisher (1). The total 
species count in all the counts was 135, four less than the past two years and 
historically ranking sixth highest, while the total of 282,693 individuals ranks as the 
eighth highest. In all, 12 species tied or set new high counts. While 14 species were 
found in every circle, 25 were seen in only one circle, and of those 12 were single 
birds. 
Most of the large Anseriformes had an excellent year. The 701 Ross's 
Geese, all at Lake Mcconaughy, smashed the previous high count of33 from 1998. 
The 97,928 Canada Geese were also a new high count total for the state, as were the 
7,689 Cackling Geese, which topped their previous high of 6946 set in 2010. For the 
fifth straight year Trumpeter Swans set a new high count, with 155 seen this year. 
After they first appeared as a count week bird in 1991, Trumpeters were seen twice 
more in the 1990s and have been counted every year since 2000. The single Tundra 
Swan found at North Platte was only the fourth Christmas Count sighting in the past 
50 years, and the first since 1999, when 11 were found on the Omaha count. 
Several diurnal raptors species had a good year. The 184 Rough-legged 
Hawks were a new high count, besting the total of 109 found in 2010. The 15 
Golden Eagles beat the old high of 11 set in 1971. Bald Eagles were found in every 
circle, and the total of 368 is only slightly less than last year's high count (375) for 
that species, and the total of 28 Cooper's Hawks is second only to the 36 birds found 
in 2007. 
Perhaps as a result of the numerous trees killed by the 2011 Missouri River 
flooding, woodpecker numbers continue on the upswing. With counts of 484 Red-
bellied Woodpeckers, 150 Hairy Woodpeckers, and 9 Pileated Woodpeckers, those 
three species bested high counts set only last year (459, 131 and 7, respectively). 
This year's 208 Red-headed Woodpeckers were second only to the 232 found in 
1971, and the 622 Downy Woodpeckers also rank as the second highest count behind 
the 657 found in 2011. 
Although Black-billed Magpies have been found every year, this year's 
count of 32 is the second lowest. The lowest count was in 1967 when only 16 birds 
were found; highest was 303 in 2001. 
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In the odds and ends department, 84 Pygmy Nuthatches, which were largely 
absent in the 1980s and 1990s, were found in three circles this season and have 
appeared every year since 2002; high count is 131 in 2005. This year's 3 Northern 
Mockingbirds tied for high count with those found in 1965, 2008 and 2010. The 4 
American Pipits at Lake Mcconaughy were the first recorded on a Nebraska count 
since 1972 when 128 were found. The sighting of 36 Bohemian Waxwings at 
Harrison was only the sixth time this species has been found on any CBC in the state 
since 1980. 
Several of the sparrows and finches had a good year. The 12 Lincoln's 
Sparrows found in four circles beat the old high count of 7 from 1998. The 59 
White-throated Sparrows beat last year's high count of 51 for that species. The 
sighting of 3 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches in the Scottsbluff circle was only the fifth 
time that this species has been counted: 10 were found in 2010 along with singleS-in- -
1978, 1989, and 2008. House Finches set a new high count of 1803, bettering the 
1250 found in 2005. This was only the seventh year in which Cassin's Finches (5 at 
Scottsbluff) were found; high count is 14 in 2002. 
It should be noted when comparing this year's high and low counts to highs 
and lows from past years, that counts are influenced by a number of factors. As 
mentioned above, weather in the weeks preceding the count period and on the day of 
a count influence numbers of individuals and species. The number of counts held is 
also a factor. This year there were 15 counts, and count numbers in the teens have 
been the norm since 2001. Prior to that, there were often fewer counts run. In 1990, 
for example, there were only 6 counts held. Fewer counts generally mean fewer 
observers and, more importantly, fewer observer hours. Observer hours and party 
hours data from past counts may be found on the National Audubon website 
(http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx). 
The sizes of count areas, which were not always the standard 15-mile 
diameter circles that we use today, have also changed. For example, the state had 
been divided, in the 1950s, into 5 areas for the purpose of reporting nesting records. 
In 1963, the Christmas Bird Count results were reported from those areas. The 
Panhandle counties comprised Area 1, but only one count (Dawes Co., 4 observers, 
21 species) was done in that area. In contrast, 7 counts (61 species total) were done 
in Area 5E, composed of the 15 most southeastern counties. (The Nebraska Bird 
Review Vol. 32 No. 2, pages 33-36). 
Different counts also mean different habitats. Prior to 1991, the only gulls 
routinely found on Nebraska CBCs were Ring-billed and Herring, but the inclusion 
of Lake Mcconaughy in a count circle changed that. In 2003, 11 gull species were 
found at Lake McConaughy (The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 72 No. 1, pages 24-35) 
and other water-dependent species now routinely appear on the state CBC tally. On 
the down side, urban count circles such as Omaha and Lincoln are more populated, 
paved and built-upon than they were in the past, reducing the bird-friendly habitat 
and skewing the numbers towards Rock Pigeons and European Starlings. 
< 
2013 CBC Site Data 2.. 00 
N 
Total z 
Party Low High ~ 
Date Species Individuals Observers Hoursd Temp. Temp. Sky Precipitation ....... 
Ames 17 Dec 58 15,449 11 31 25 45 clear none 
Beaver Valley 26Dec 32 3,037 5 9 23 41 cloudy none 
Branched Oak-Seward 15 Dec 58 13,412 38 59 14 34 clear/pt. cloudy none .....J ::r 
Calamus-Loup 19 Dec 55 13,820 7 23 17 29 cloudy light snow (I) z Crawford 21 Dec 33 1,780 8 NIA 14 24 NIA NIA (I) 
DeSoto-Boyer 15 Dec 72 33,199 26 79 17 28 cloudy none o" 1-1 ~ 
Grand Island 14 Dec 46 7,470 22 31 13 33 cloudy/pt. cloudy none v,, :;,;;--
Harrison 22Dec 37 1,382 6 NIA 18 26 cloudy snow P-'l 
Lake McConaughy 28Dec 101 66,918 33 64 15 55 clear/pt cloudy none 
t::;C 
-· 1-1 
Lincoln 14 Dec 64 19,424 40 78 10 25 cloudy none 0.. 
Norfolk 14 Dec 58 ll,593 14 32 12 23 pt. clear/ pt.cloudy none ::;:; (I) 
North Platte 28Dec 69 33,706 IO 10 19 55 clear none < 
-· ("!) 
Omaha 21 Dec 70 19,382 33 75 20 23 cloudy none ~ 
Ponca S.P. 14 Dec 59 4,563 20 44 8 18 cloudy none 
Scottsbluff 14 Dec 67 37,558 15 27 31 43 pt cloudy none 
135 282,693& 288" } 7b 33b 
a- total (sum of column values) 197" 
b- average 
c-number of people who participated in CBCs. Note: many observers participated in more than one CBC. 
d-the sum of hours spent driving and walking during daylight, excluding feeder watching and owling N 
"° 
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Gr White-fronted Goose 2 2 
Snow Goose 1 3 18 1 
Ross's Goose 
Cackling Goose 32 101 1 
Canada Goose 6064 16 3673 5222 3992 4 
Trumpeter Swan 60 14 
Tundra Swan 
Wood Duck cw 4 15 
Gadwall 
American Wigeon 
Mallard 2132 2015 2 1740 20453 717 5 
Northern Shoveler cw 1 25 
Northern Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 3 4 12 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Rina-necked Duck 4 
Greater Scauo 
Lesser Scauo 2 6 
Lona-tailed Duck 
Bufflehead 5 
Common Goldeneye 5 82 26 16 
Barrow's Goldeneve 
Hooded Meraanser cw 




Northern Bobwhite CW 11 20 
Rina-necked Pheasant 8 27 4 18 3 
Sharo-tailed Grouse 2 11 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 2 22 
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Gr White-fronted Goose 24 1 20 21 70 
Snow Goose 12620 1 6 7 150 1 12808 
Ross's Goose 701 701 
Cacklino Goose 3700 32 32 3652 54 85 7689 
Canada Goose 14600 11996 5532 7547 10688 168 28426 97928 
Trumoeter Swan 53 2 26 155 
Tundra Swan 1 1 
Wood Duck 4 23 
Gadwall 113 6 63 2 15 199 
American Wiaeon 27 23 50 100 
Mallard 23700 1165 716 5736 515 320 5700 64916 
Northern Shoveler 3 1 6 5 41 
Northern Pintail 22 1 33 1 57 
Green-winaed Teal 104 8 99 50 4 284 
Canvasback 36 1 37 
Redhead 39 1 11 8 59 
Rina-necked Duck 147 87 1 239 
Greater Scauo 20 2 22 
Lesser Scauo 56 3 9 76 
Lona~tailed Duck 2 2 
Bufflehead 180 1 186 
Common Goldeneve 261 35 9 45 50 4 98 631 
Barrow's Goldeneve ' 1 1 
Hooded Meraanser 3 2 1 6 
Common Meroanser 4300 11 76 8 1 4845 
Red-breasted Meraanser 11 11 
Ruddv Duck 1 1 2 
Duck so. 175 175 
Northern Bobwhite 2 4 25 62 
Rina-necked Pheasant 4 4 1 2 7 13 91 
Share-tailed Grouse 13 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 11 9 44 
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Great Blue Heron 4 1 4 
Bald Eagle 13 6 1 29 18 64 9 2 
adult 10 3 1 
immature 8 6 1 
unsoecified age 13 6 1 29 64 
Northam Harrier 1 8 1 4 6 5 
Sham-shinned Hawk 1 1 1 4 1 
Cooper's Hawk 2 6 3 3 
AcciPiter SP. 
Red-tailed Hawk 39 15 52 6 2 115 9 
Ferruainous Hawk 
Rouah-leaaed Hawk cw 2 1 9 14 12 13 5 
Buteosp. 1 1 
Golden Eaale 1 5 1 5 
Virainia Rail 
American Coot 1 
Killdeer 
Wilson's Snioe 1 
Franklin's Gull 1 
Mew Gull 




Lesser Black-backed Gull 
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Wild Turkey 76 36 38 63 105 253 25 1736 
Common Loon 1 1 
Pied-billed Grebe 1 1 2 
Homed Grebe ON 
Red-necked Grebe 1 1 
Western Grebe 34 34 
Clark's Grebe 1 1 
Great Blue Heron 5 11 2 3 30 
Bald Eagle 112 9 3 6 57 15 24 368 
adult 14 
immature 15 
unspecified ai:ie 112 9 3 6 57 15 24 339 
Northern Harrier 13 4 4 5 3 7 6 67 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 5 1 3 1 2 21 
Coooer's Hawk 2 3 2 1 4 2 28 
Accipiter sp. 2 2 
Red-tailed Hawk 32 36 38 33 94 20 10 501 
Ferruginous Hawk 1 2 3 
Rouah-lei:ioed Hawk 18 1 10 27 2 58 12 184 
Buteo sp. 6 1 9 
Golden Eaale 1 2 15 
Virginia Rail 2 2 
American Coot 1504 81 1 55 1642 
Killdeer 13 2 2 2 19 
Wilson's Snioe 6 1 15 23 
Franklin's Gull 1 
Mew Gull cw 
Ring-billed Gull 584 3 608 
California Gull 4 4 
Herrina Gull 187 2 189 
Thayer's Gull 2 2 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 1 
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Glaucous Gull 
Rock Pigeon 123 47 95 12 54 229 492 24 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 54 10 145 5 42 73 158 10 
Mourning Dove 18 14 5 1 
Eastern Screech-Owl 2 1 3 5 3 
Great Homed Owl 5 2 13 5 5 2 
SnowvOwl 
Barred Owl 3 2 3 
Long-eared Owl 1 
Short-eared Owl 1 
Belted Kinafisher 8 1 2 3 
Red-headed Woodoecker 2 7 38 
Red-bellied Woodoecker 32 5 69 3 119 9 
Yellow-bellied Saosucker 1 3 4 
Downv Woodoecker 33 12 70 10 4 144 29 1 
Hairy Woodoecker 6 13 8 2 29 3 4 
Northern Flicker 25 6 74 8 9 71 9 1 
Red-shafted 2 
Yellow-shafted 58 71 
Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted 1 
Unspecified 25 6 16 8 6 9 1 
Pileated Woodoecker 5 
American Kestrel 1 2 3 11 7 
Merlin 1 1 2 
Prairie Falcon 1 
Falcon so. 1 1 
Sav's Phoebe 
Loggerhead Shrike 1 
Northern Shrike 3 8 4 6 
Pinyon Jav 4 1 
Blue Jay 37 3 169 7 12 182 41 4 
Black-billed Mace ie 5 1 
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Glaucous Gull 1 1 
RockPiaeon 186 967 409 565 186 89 696 4174 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 104 1 110 100 18 5 456 1291 
Mournina Dove 6 150 2 57 2 255 
Eastern Screech-Owl 2 1 1 2 20 
Great Horned Owl 11 4 4 4 1 1 57 
SnowvOwl ON 
Barred Owl 1 9 
Long-eared Owl 2 1 2 1 7 
Short-eared Owl 1 1 3 
Belted Kingfisher 6 9 2 4 8 1 1 45 
Red-headed Woodoecker 1 160 208 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 14 57 11 5 139 21 484 
Yellow-bellied Saosucker 2 1 1 12 
Downy Woodpecker 29 98 26 19 130 12 5 622 
Hairv Woodoecker 13 14 7 5 30 11 5 150 
Northern Flicker 45 31 9 17 44 18 19 386 
Red-shafted 13 6 3 24 
Yellow-shafted 20 18 2 44 2 215 
Red-shafted x Yellow-shafted 1 3 5 
Unspecified 11 13 9 9 18 11 142 
Pileated Waodoecker 4 9 
American Kestrel 3 8 10 9 12 20 86 
Merlin 1 1 1 4 1. 2 14 
Prairie Falcon 2 1 2 6 
Falconsp. 1 3 
Sav's Phoebe ON 
Loggerhead Shrike 1 
Northern Shrike 4 1 1 1 7 2 37 
Pinyan Jay 5 
Blue Jav 8 244 82 8 148 63 43 1051 
Black-billed Magpie 16 10 32 
36 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 82 No. 1 
2013 Christmas Bird Count 
>, 
C. i 1= ::, "O .!II ~ C J "' "' i 1= Ill J1i C gl ~ ::, j ~ g "' E "O Q) ~ (/) C ·e "' e e ~ Q) 0 Q) "' Ill Ill (.) (.) C ~ ::i::
American Crow 52 31 232 5000 29 107 33 42 
Horned Lark 48 6 9 295 63 788 
Black-capped Chickadee 66 1 77 11 10 259 7 17 
Tufted Titmouse 21 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 2 6 
White-breasted Nuthatch 50 13 84 12 2 145 10 1 
IPvgmy Nuthatch 3 41 
Brown Creeper 2 2 1 6 
Winter Wren 1 
Marsh Wren 
Carolina Wren 1 3 5 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 4 2 1 2 
Eastern Bluebird 15 172 124 3 
Townsend's Solitaire 1 1 17 19 
Hermit Thrush 3 
American Robin 536 219 1778 280 27 264 2 33 
Northern Mockinabird 
Brown Thrasher 
European Starlina 5173 181 920 137 335 1846 744 84 
American Pipit 
Bohemian Waxwina 36 
Cedar Waxwing 127 396 17 81 3 
Lapland Lonosour 40 1 27 
Snow Bunting 10 1 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 3 18 1 
Spotted Towhee 6 
Eastern Towhee 2 
American Tree SParrow 41 91 803 287 91 602 45 2 
Fox Sparrow 4 10 
Song Sparrow 2 12 2 1 33 2 
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 2 8 
Swamp Sparrow 
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American Crow 1 51 42 51 123 67 3 5864 
Homed Lark 183 8 56 45 2 454 78 2035 
Black-capped Chickadee 16 101 25 5 271 56 19 941 
Tufted Titmouse 1 41 63 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 5 20 1 3 1 4 46 
White-breasted Nuthatch 8 87 32 8 175 51 678 
Pvt1mv Nuthatch 4 48 
Brown Creeoer 3 14 1 7 9 1 1 47 
Winter Wren 1 2 
Marsh Wren 1 2 2 5 
Carolina Wren 1 1 20 31 
Golden-crowned Kinalet 3 10 3 5 1 31 
Eastern Bluebird 3 88 5 62 23 495 
Townsend's Solitaire 112 8 19 183 
Hermit Thrush 3 
American Robin 363 232 158 132 100 265 183 4572 
Northern Mockingbird 2 1 3 
Brown Thrasher 1 1 
European Starling 918 1557 2733 12510 2915 381 580 31014 
American Pioit 4 4 
Bohemian Waxwing 36 
Cedar Waxwint1 11 27 1 189 72 924 
Lapland Lonaspur 55 100 52 275 
Snow Bunlint1 cw 1 22 34 
Yellow-rumoed Warbler 17 39 
Sootted Towhee 1 1 8 
Eastern Towhee 1 3 
American Tree Sparrow 111 354 185 81 310 357 56 3416 
Fox Sparrow 1 15 
Song Sparrow 26 4 1 4 23 9 119 
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 12 
Swamp Sparrow 1 1 
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White-throated Sparrow r,N 6 21 
Harris's Sparrow 10 65 23 83 11 
White-crowned Scarrow 3 2 37 
Sparrowsp. 13 105 
Dark-eved Junco 199 735 256 98 1272 28 51 
Slate-colored 387 2 
Oreaon 2 3 1 
Pink-sided 
White-winaed 3 
unsoecified subsoecies 199 346 256 90 1271 28 51 
Northern Cardinal 33 3 191 12 176 35 
Red-winaed Blackbird 11 197 5731 1096 1 152 20 
Western Meadowlark 24 
Meadowlark SD. 16 68 120 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 3 
Rusty Blackbird 33 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Common Grackle 1 7 1 7 
Great-tailed Grackle 6 
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch 
Purple Finch 2 10 
Cassin's Finch 
House Finch 21 159 57 BO 34 70 42 
Red Crossbill 42 
Common Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 1 1 2 1 
American Goldfinch 90 23 565 209 80 170 91 30 
House Sparrow 194 35 482 40 199 298 403 25 
TOTAL SPECIES 58 32 58 55 33 72 46 37 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 15,449 3,037 13,412 13,820 1,780 33,199 7,470 1,382 
Vol. 82 No. 1 The Nebraska Bird Review 39 






C Q) 0 
= II= u a. 
0 m en ::, :;; C -"' C: m a, :0 _J 0 :g .c: .c: "' i=: Q) m 0 15 
-"' 
0 t: E C a, C 0 0 0 0 0 
_J ::J z z 0 a. en I-
White-throated Sparrow 15 15 2 59 
Harris's Sparrow 1 20 11 1 93 50 368 
While-crowned Sparrow 21 3 1 1 14 17 29 128 
Sparrow sp. 118 
Dark-eved Junco 316 511 369 157 656 343 135 5126 
Slate-colored 205 215 153 80 1042 
Oreaon 16 2 3 12 39 
Pink-sided 23 1 5 29 
White-winced 6 1 10 
unspecified subspecies 66 294 369 656 343 37 4006 
Northern Cardinal 19 132 40 12 185 23 1 862 
Red-winged Blackbird 163 2 26 1878 322 440 26 10065 
Western Meadowlark 1 32 24 16 14 111 
Meadowlark sp. 18 31 78 4 335 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 3 
Rusty Blackbird 1 1 62 97 
Brewer's Blackbird 1 1 
Common Grackle 2 2 20 
Great-tailed Grackle 150 156 
Brown-headed Cowbird 5 6 12 
Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch 3 3 
Purple Finch 4 13 1 30 
Cassin's Finch 5 5 
House Finch 440 375 48 110 108 101 158 1803 
Red Crossbill 5 47 
Common Redpoll 6 1 7 
Pine Siskin 29 5 16 55 
American Goldfinch 190 211 49 97 340 286 231 2662 
House Sparrow 74 494 678 175 328 176 135 3736 
TOTAL SPECIES 101 64 58 69 70 59 67 135 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 66,918 19,424 11,593 33,706 19,382 4,563 37,558 282,693 
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Ames Elliott Bedows, Larry Einemann, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Clem 
Klaphake, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Ken Shuster, Ruth 
Stearns, Jerry Toll (11) 
Beaver Valley Dave Heidt, Wayne Mollhoff, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker 
(compiler), Duane Wolff(S) 
Branched Oak-Seward Elaine Bachel, Eugene Brott, Norma Brott, John Carlini, 
Bonnie Daenzer, Gil Daenzer, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Hannah Elliott, Gene 
Faszholz, Boyd Gabel, Richard Gardner, Linda Gierke, Larry Grothaus, Joseph 
Gubanyi (compiler), Virginia Hughes, Ethan Hutton, Joel Jorgensen, Delbert Junge, 
Kermit Krieser, Mary Krieser, Thomas Labedz, Don McKibbin, LaQuita McKibbin, 
Courtney Meyer, Ingrid Minchow, Mark Minchow, John Murphy, Shari Schwartz, 
Kent Skaggs, Ruth Stearns, Mary Steinbeck, Nate VonRentzell, Tony Vrana, Sue 
Wickersham, Michael Willison, Lonnie Wise, Jo Worm (38, including 22 feeder 
watchers) 
Calamus-Loup Kathi Gerten, Robert Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt 
(compiler), John Murphy, Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (7) 
Crawford Ben Brogie, Mark Brogie, Kathy DeLara, Wayne Mollhoff, Dave Stage, 
Nick Varvel, Bruce Walgren (compiler), Donna Walgren (8) 
DeSoto Carla Ahlschwede, Ruth Bentzinger, Myrna Brown, Adam Duresky, John 
Duresky, Keith Dyche, Linda Ferring, Jonas Grundman, Suzanne Gucciardo, Joe 
Hack, Mace Hack, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Veronica Mecko, Jim Meyer, 
Mark Orsag, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Kathleen Pyper, Sandy Reinken, Gary 
Roberts, Ken Shuster, Heidi Swanson, Jerry Toll (compiler), Steve Van Riper, Pat 
Williams (26) 
Grand Island Ann Aubushon, Chris Aubushon, Dorothy Aubushon, Gordon 
Backer, Faye Conlon, Tony Curtis, Jim Etherton, Jack Hanson, Blake Hatfield, Bob 
Hausmann, Mary Ann Kalinay, Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Ray Kusek, Connie 
McCartney· (compiler), Steve Morris, Vicki Orr, Nikki Smith, Patricia Smith, Vern 
Throop, Chuck Witter, Nell Witter (22) 
Harrison Ben Brogie, Mark Brogie, Wayne Mollhoff, Dave Stage, Bruce Walgren 
(compiler), Donna Walgren (6) 
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Lake Mcconaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Stephen Dinsmore 
(compiler), Larry Einemann, Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Robin Harding, Alice 
Heckman, Bill Huntley, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Al Reyer, Carin Richardson, 
Justin Rink (14 + 19 feeder watchers) 
Lincoln Colleen Babcock, Mary Bomberger Brown, Bob Boyce, Anita Breckbill, 
Linda R. Brown, Pat Cole, Lynn Darling, Barbara DiBernard, Candice Doyle, Mark 
Doyle, Rick Eades, Larry Einemann, Pat Halderman, Ian Hoppe, Olivia Hoppe, 
Paula Hoppe, Paul Johnsgard, Tim Knott, Dan Leger, Dwain Leonhardt, Linda 
Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, Bruce Mellberg, Ryan Mesmer, Rosalind Morris, 
Marilyn Oborny, Linda Plock, Kevin Poague (compiler), Neva Pruess, Ken Reitan, 
Jennifer Smith, Ruth Steams, Alison Stevens, April Stevenson, Ned Stringham, 
Moni Usasz, Carol Wagener, Bruce Wendorff, Dan Wheeler, Diana Wheeler (40) 
Norfolk Marc Bathke, Ben Brogie, Ed Brogie, Mark Brogie, Donna Christiansen, 
David Heidt, Dee Jenkins, Jan Johnson, Richard Johnson, Mary Ellen Kincannon, 
John Manning, Dave Rumsey, Jean Rumsey, Duane Wolff(compiler) (14) 
North Platte Monte Brown, Virginia Clark, Neal Feldman, Gregg Hoover, Joel 
Jorgensen, Tom Labedz, Jim Petersen, Marcia Petersen, Marissa Walker, T.J. Walker 
(compiler) (10) 
Omaha Jane Austgen, Elliott Bedows, Adam Duresky, John Duresky, Keith Dyche, 
Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Betty Grenon (compiler), Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, 
Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Terry Lassek, Joe Manning, Robert Manning, 
Sam Manning, Chris Olson, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Deb Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, 
Al Reyer, Cindy Reyer, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Eric 
Scholar, Ken Shuster, Phil Swanson, Jerry Toll, Pat Williams, Penny Zahurones (33) 
Ponca Craig Caselli, Vern Cummings, Teri Dolezal, Warren Dunkel, Pat Dunn, Jeff 
Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Danielle Koester, Mark Munger, Mary Munger, Jan 
Null, John Poliflca, Sharon Polifka, Jerry Probst, Scott Schmidt, Clayton Stalling, Jim 
Swenson, Linda Swenson, Jerry VonEhwegen, Bruce Wylie (20) 
Scottsbluff Elliott Bedows, Kathy DeLara, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, Paul 
Dunbar, Amy Fitz, Claylene Fitz, Lonnie Frimann, Charlotte Herrell, Alice Kenitz 
(compiler), Brad McKinney, Connie McKinney, Ed Newbury, Ruben Siegfried, 
Gwen Smith ( 15) 
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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION TREASURER'S REPORT December 31, 2013 
General Breeding Scholarship Endowment 
CHECKING Funds BirdAtias Fund Fund Total 
Jan. 1, 2013 Balance - Checking 7,061.86 145.04 1,144.61 0.001 8,351.511 
RECEIPTS 
Memberships 3,050.00 3,050.00 
Subscriptions 460.00 460.00 
Donations-Raffle/Silent Auction/Gen 348.00 348.00 
NBR-old copies 29.00 29.00 
Spring Meet-Covenant Cedars 2013 3,195.50 3,195.50 
Fall Meet-Bridgeport-2013 1,540.00 1,540.00 
NE Environmental Trust Grant 20,354.00 20,354.00. 
Transfer from Atlas CD 1,013.47 1,013.47 
Transfer from Closed Surplus CD 6,692.13 6,692.13 
Sub-total Receipts 15,314.63 21,367.47 0.00 0.00 36,682.10 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Spring Meet-Covenant Cedars-2013 1,023.00 315.00 1,338.00 
Fall Meet-Bridgeport-2013 1,299.12 1,299.12 
Spring Meet-Fontenelle Forest-2014 400.00 400.00 
NBR-Jun,SeptDec 2012, Mar2013 2,953.53 2,953.53 
Newsletter - Printing 245.00 245.00 
Postage 255.32 255.32 
IRS 501 C3 Reinstatemnt 457.50 457.50 
Dave Stage 501 C3 25.00 25.00 
Check Printing 26.50 26.50 
Sales Tax & State lncorp. Renewal 61.63 61.63 
Accuity Insurance 251.00 251.00 
Website-host & renewal 136.29 136.29 
Rainwater Basin Joint Venture 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Wayne Mollhoff 15,354.00 15,354.00 
Sub-total Disbursements 7,133.89 20,354.00 315.00 0.00 27,802.89 
Dec. 31, 2013 Balance-Checking 15,242.60 1,158.51 829.61 0.001 17,230.721 
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
Jan. 1, 2013 Balance - CDs 6,686.45 6,000.00 35,741.471 48,427.921 
Principal Additions 
Interest Received/Accrued 13.49 134.13 
Transferred to checking -1,013.47 
December 31, 2013 Balance - CDs 0.00 5,000.02 35,875.601 40,875.621 
Maturity Closed 41,748.00 41,817.00 
CD Annual Rates 0.00 0.01 
Endowment Principal 35,652.00 
GRAND TOTAL 58,106.341 
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The Nebraska Bird Review is published quarterly by the Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union, Inc., as its official journal, and is sent to members not in 
arrears of dues. Annual subscription rates (on a calendar-year basis only): $25 in 
the United States and $35 in all other countries, payable in advance. Single copies 
are $7 each, postpaid, in the United States and $9 elsewhere. Send orders for back 
issues to Anita Breckbill, NOU Librarian, c/o Music Library, WMB 30, University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588-0101 (or at the email address listed below). 
Memberships in the NOU (on a calendar-year basis only): Active 
Household (one or more people) $25; Sustaining Household (one or more people 
willing to make an extra contribution) $40; Student $10. An application for 
membership can be found on the NOU website (see address below). Send dues and 
subscription requests to Betty Grenon, NOU Treasurer (see address below). 
Contributions to the NOU are tax deductible. 
Send manuscripts and articles to Janis Paseka, Editor (see address below). 
Send quarterly bird reports and notes on bird sightings to Ross Silcock (see address 
below). 
President and Newsletter Editor: Daniel Leger, .6255 S. 82nd St, Lincoln, NE 
68516; danlegernou@gmail.com 
Vice-President: David Heidt, 1703 Hilltop, Norfolk, NE 68701; 
daveh@northeast.edu 
Secretary: Kevin Poague, 379 S. 46th St., Lincoln, NE; 
kpoague@neb.rr.com 
Treasurer: Betty Grenon, 1409 Childs Road East, Bellevue, NE 68005; 
grenon925@aol.com 
Librarian: Anita Breckbill, 3237 R Street, Lincoln, NE 68503; abreckbilll@unl.edu 
Directors: 
William Flack, 415 W 24th St #2, Kearney NE 68845; sparvophile@yahoo.com 
(2014) 
Don Paseka, 1585 Co. Rd. 14 Blvd., Ames NE 68621; paseka76@gmail.com 
(2015) 
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